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— Ancient West-Arabian

chaim Rabin
London Taylor, Foreign, 1951.
- The encyclopaedia of Islam
New edition, Leiden: E.J. Brill,

London: [uzac co, 1960.

ABSTRACT
Asad Dialect

This thesis is a study of one of the ancient Arabic dialests which came
to be one of the sources of Classical Arabic. The Asad dia'ect was taken

into great consideration by the great Arab linguists of the stage of gathering
their own data. '

This study consists of a preface, an introduction, five chapters and
a conclusion. '

The preface tackles 3 number of matters that shed light on some aspents
of the history of the tribe. Tt describes certain events at both the pre-Islamic
and early Islamic periods which the research worker has limited his des-
cription to and which do not take him later than the middle of the second
century of the Hijrah.

Chapter T deals with the linguists” viewpoints in re'ation to the ancient
Arabic dialects in general and the Asad dialect in particu'ar. The writer
tackles “the Quran readings” that match with the Asad dialect and tries to

YvY



find out the dialect characteristics that continued to be found in the Asadl’s
and non-Asadl’s poetry.

Chapter 11 is on the phonology of the Asad dialect. The researcher
deais with the phonological aspects concerning the consonants such as
assimilation, e esion and the “hemz” phenomenon. As far as the vowels are
concerned, the writer shows how the Asadis used to prefer the short vowels
(i.e. dhamma, Fatha and Kasrah) to the longones.

Chapter HI is on the morpphology o fthe dialect. That is why word
tormation is focused on here. It seems clear that the Asad dialect has got
its own system in changing certain nouns into their plural forms, forming
<ome infinitives, and prepondering nouns of the patterns “Fu’ui” and “Fa’al”
or not. The dialect is found to be different from other dialects with refe-
rence to gender, i.e. formation of feminine and masculing nouns. The Asad
dialect is also characterised by putting “Kasra” under the present tense
prefixes. 'The dialect uses both the inflected and non-inflected forms of
the triliteral verbs. Finelly, one of the specific features of this dialect is
that the pattern it follows in forming group of verbs is either different from
or similar to those fo'lowed in other dialects.

Chapter 1V studies the syntax of the dialect. It has been found that
there are few differences between the Asad dilect and Classical Arabic. The
most important deviation 1s represented by conjugating or inflecting what
cannot be inflected there. The other difference is the use of “dhamma” at
the end of the predicate of “Kan”. It also differs from classical Arabic
in inflecting and forming certain function words. It also inflects certain
items such as “Nima” “Bis’a” and other.

Chapter V is on semantics. It has pointed out that the Asad dialect
shared the other dialect in the rich linguistic heritage of synonyms and
antonyms.

The conclusion presents the results the research worker has arrived at.

a1 ouoSopun SEY JO9[EIP PESY Y1 IBY} St sguIpuy JUST[ES ISOW I} JO AUQ
influence of two dialectical environment; which were. the bedouin or nomad
life of Tamim and the civilization of Hijaz. Tt is because of the Co-influence
the Asad dialect seemed to resemble the dialects, of the east of the peninsula
on the one hand and the Hijaz dialect has got its own characteristics as
far as the points this study has tackled.

Ali Nasir Ghalib
Basrah 1985
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