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and a method, and he was distinguished by its implementation upon
himself.

Then, he was devoted to Arab Nationalism, and his ideology in
this respect. He portrayed his inspirations in reconstructing the new
society.

The third chapter indicates the position of Al-Rafei among his
contemporaries, all the positions of his supporters and opponents are
discussed, besides with their results till he became an ideal for the
Arab literatured in conservatism and renovation.

Finally, the conclusion gives an abstract, and recommends publishing
of his works with due care.

Moustafa Nouman Al-Badri
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and was transferred to «Mansourah» and «Damanhour, till he became
stable in «Tanta», where he stayed till the end of his life. His salary
didn’t exceed some tenths of dinars. It is worth mentioning that his
sons are forbidden from his pension till today!

He died in the dawn of Monday, 29th Safar, 1356 of Hijrah, 10th
May, 1937 A.D.

The thesis includes a study in his literature, and contains an
introduction, two parts which are consisted of six chapters, and a
conclusion. -

The introduction draws the method of research work, and a preface
which deals with Arabic Rhetoric as a product of Qoranic studies
to jurisprudence and its principles. Then, it treats various factors of
eloquence that entailed Al-Rafei to develop in his artistic career.

The first Art discusses Al-Rafei position in the mirror of his age.
So, the first chapter reveals the range of intercourse between his
literature and his age, and how he had prepared himself in his social,
political, and intellectual aspects.

The second chapter summarizes a biography in family, study, and
occupation, besides with his literary life in all its poetic and eloquent
aspects. His compilation and criticism till he became the pioneer of
his age, are also discussed.

The third chapter criticizes his prose, and gives unique examples
distributed on all these branches in a new evaluation.

The Second Art deals with his literature in such a study which
takes conservatism in consideration, and renovation at the same time.

The first chapter criticizes his writings in all their evolutions, and
a significance to all artistic features and objectiveness in them. It,
also, includes what could be considered as a reproach for him in
some of his texts.

The second chapter treats the recent subjects in his literature in
an objective study such as love and beauty, in which he clarified
a philosophical look in education. This look was exposed as a theme
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in which he revealed his purposes, and showed up his theft and betrayel.

He had, also, debates with Taha Hussein» which began by warning
till they ended in disputes and arguments; in which he revealed the
truth of Taha Hussein’s claims about liberty of thought, and compilation
which was practised prematurely and misunderstanding, particularly
in the subject of «Pre-islamic Poetry».

Al-Aqqad was picking a quarrel with Al-Rafei till the first wrote
against the Rafei’s book of «lajaz Al-Qoran» (The miraculous character
of Qoran), and accused him of being narrow-minded. So, he challanged
him, and criticized afterwards Al-Aqqad’s diwan, and some of his
other works with severe cruelty, particularly in his book «On the spit».

He had, also, various literary battles with other writers; which
enriched the literature in this period, and let the literates seek originality,
and fear falling in criticism. Hence, they looked for precision and
strictness.

After these battles, Al-Rafei turned his efforts to elevate the standard
of the literary article, in which biography, story, and interpretation
were exploited successfully; so they yielded various speeches, that were
full of prettiness in literature. Some of them were collected in his
book «Pen’s Inspiration», which became the sanctuary of literature:
the paradise of recent eloquence, and the address of Al-Rafei literature.

Articles in Prophet’s biography, lectures in sociology; and its needs
of Islamic morals and respectable life were included, besides with
chapters in literary history, and principles of literary criticism. They
are, still, a flowing spring to all those who write in such topics.

Al-Rafei’s literary life endured more than a third of a century.
He attained his wide reputation under the roof of his parents at first,
then in the accompaniment of his virtuous wife — a sister of his
bosom friend Al-Barqouki — who disposed him to flourish in his
art, and gave birth to about ten of sons and daughters; only «Austaza
Zeinab» was a literatured, but most of the rest were genies in recent
sciences. He enjoyed family’s happiness, and was too kind to all
members of his family.

He was earning his living from a small job (as a clerk in a tribunal),
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and literature. He documented their history, and attracted attention
to their importance. The second part was specialized to the history
of «Koran» and its sciences, particularly, the «Miraculous character»
(Iajaz) of the style and composition of the Koran, and the preservation
of that Great Book of Allah.

Then, he dealt with «the science of Tradition» (Hadith), and clarified
its compilation, writing, and eloquence.

He was intending to publish other parts, but what he had left didn’t
form more than another third part, which was dealing with Arabic
poetry, speech, and compilation.

Al-Rafei is known by his eloquent literature, which could be
considered of unapproachable excellence. His book «Hadith Al-Qamar»
(Moon’s speech) is an article to the moon, in which he used metaphor,
and is included by his opinions and ideas about life, love, happiness,
Arab Nationalism, and Humanity. They clarified his Arab-Moslem
point of view towards renovation of recent civilisation.

He had, besides, had speeches and lectures in poverty and miserable
economic life. They were compiled in his book «Book of miserables».
He blamed those who take care of people, and forget God!

His ever adequate opinion in the doctrines of new Sociology; including
Socialism is enrolled in this book. He says that Socialism is unable
to solve the problem of humanity, and that its solution lies in the
equation between brain and heart through religion of faithfulness
(Islam).

It happened that he had fallen in an unique love-affair, within which
he wrote his three books (Sadness letters), (Red clouds), (Roses papers).
Theyinclude his attitudes in faithfulness through love: eminence through
chastity; distinction through conscience; and regularity through free
and virtuous life.

Al-Rafei had relations with his contemporaries, they are distinguished
by sweet friendship and bitter hostility. They caused him much pain
and sorrow, even he gained popularity of strong demonstration. He
defended himself against «Salama Mousa» — who accused him by
conservatism — till he gave him the finishing stroke by his articles,
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Summary

-Al-Rafei, the Writer
'between Conservation and Renovation

Moustafa Sadek Al-Rafei is considered as one of the most famous
Arab writers and literates. He represents a special period in Arabic
eloquence, which is signified by renovation, and keeping — at the
same time — all the characteristics of language, and its literary style
in most of his works.

He was born in Bahtim — a village in «Kalioubieh Governorate»
— in Egypt on the first of Ragab, 1298 of Hijrah, 30th, May 1881
A.D. He grew up under his father’s care, Sheikh Abdul Razzak
Al-Rafei. ‘

His admittance to primary school in «Damanhour» delayed until
he surpassed twelve years old. He attained his primary certificate in
«Mansourah», and it was all his harvest of certificates. He ceased
to continue his high education because of illness. But, he completed
his needs of knowledge by studying Jurisprudence, Arabic language
and its literature by himself, so that poetry and literature were bursted
on his tongue when he began his third decade of age. Some years
later, he became the genius of his age.

He published four parts of his «poetical works» (Diwan), and
continued on writing, and taking interest in research work.
Consequently, he published his book «Tareikh Adab Al-Arab» (History
of Arab’s Literature) in a new method, which was considered as a
new conquest in literary studies. He dealt in the first part with language,
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