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The Merchant of Venice is a great play, let us make no mistake about that, Alas,

that it has been staled and hackneyed for so many readers by the treadmill methods
of the classroom.
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Some men there are love not a gaping pig;
Some that are mad if they behold a cat;
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And others, when the bagpipe sings 1’ the nose,
Cannot contain their urine - for affection,
Master of passion, sways it to the mood

Of what it likes or loothes.

(V, i. 47-52)
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