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Taking Francis Crick’s own advice on the reliability of written
rather than remembered evidence, I have leant heavily on the
Wellcome Trust Library’s collection of his papers. Some of his
letters, lecture notes, and drafts of papers can now be found
on the Internet at http://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/SC/. Crick’s more
than 150 published papers have not been assembled in any sin-
gle volume, but drafts of many of them are in the Wellcome
collection. As for published sources, the story of the Admi-
ralty’s magnetic and acoustic mines is well told in a memoir
written by one of Odile Speed’s bosses, Ashe Lincoln: Secret
Naval Investigator. Robert Dougall’s memoir, In and Out of the
Box, tells of the expedition to Moscow. The history of molec-
ular biology is found in Robert Olby’s The Path to the Double
Helix and Horace Freeland Judson’s The Eighth Day of Creation,
and of course in James Watson’s The Double Helix. Other useful
sources are Piergiorgio Odifreddi’s Kreiseliana; Sydney Bren-
ner’'s My Life in Science; Victor McElheny’s Watson and DNA;
Brenda Maddox’s The Dark Lady of DNA; James Watson’s Genes,
Girls, and Gamow; and many other books. Crick’s own books
are Of Molecules and Men, Life Itself, What Mad Pursuit, and The
Astonishing Hypothesis. His ideas on consciousness are well re—
flected in Christof Koch’s The Quest for Constiousness.
However, I have not relied only on written words. I sin-
cerely thank the Crick family for all their help during the writing
of this book. Odile gave me every possible encouragement as
well as long interviews and replies to many written questions.
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Michael (and Barbara), Jacqueline, Camberley, and Kindra Crick
all generously shared their memories of a remarkable father and
grandfather.

Jim Watson showed me many early letters as well as being
characteristically candid with his own recollections in
several interviews. Georg Kreisel recalled the events of many
years ago in several conversations and many letters. Christof
Koch remembered his more recent close association in an inter—
view and frequent E-mails. Sydney Brenner gave me a wonder-
ful warts-and-all interview. Among Crick’s other friends and
colleagues who submitted to long interviews and persistent
nagging by E-mail are Stuart Anstis, Michael Ashburner, Susan
Blackmore, Valentino Braitenberg, Mark Bretscher, Pat Church-
land, Raymond Gosling, Horace Judson, Sir Aaron Klug, Peter
Lawrence, Graeme Mitchison, Leslie and Alice Orgel, V. S. Ra-
machandran, and Alex Rich.

I also thank Horace Barlow, James Barnett, Gerard Bricogne,
Brian Dickens, Richard Gregory, Victor McElheny, Murdoch
Mitchison, Kathleen Murray, Oliver Sacks, Tom Steitz, and Greg
Winter for briefer conversations and exchanges. Among Crick’s
friends whose brains I picked to good effect were Alison Auld,
Pauline Finbow, Sumet Jumsai, Dominic Michaelis, Robert Neale,
and Nigel Unwin.

For various forms of practical help: in Northampton I thank
Sue Constable and John Peet; at Mill Hill Viv Wood; in Havant
David Willetts and Betty Marshall; about the Admiralty Tim
Lawrence, Stephen Prince, Angus Collingwood Cameron, and
Pete Goodeve; in Cambridge Margaret Beeston and Sir Martin
Rees; at the Wellcome Trust Helen Wakeley, Julia Sheppard,
Richard Aspin, Tracey Tillotson, and Leslie Hall; at Cold Spring
Harbor Jan and Fiona Witkowski, Bruce and Grace Stillman,
David and Jody Stewart, Mila Pollock, and Maureen Berejka.
Others who helped me in various ways were Steve Budiansky,
Errol Friedberg, Georgina Ferry, Richard Henderson, Annabel
Huxley, Jessica Kandel, Richard Le Page, Nikos Logothetis,
Brenda Maddox, John McEwen, Tobi Megchild, Oliver Morton,
Amanda Neidpath, Martin Packer, Tomaso Poggio, J. H. Prynne,
David Roberts, Henry Todd, Sue Todd, and Christine Trimmer.
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For tracking down many articles and papers and photocopy-
ing them with great skill and speed I thank Paula McEwan. For
printing and other practical help I thank Eunice Ridley and Jane
Cowell. Robert Olby tolerated with good humor my intrusion
into his subject. I thank John Kimball for permission to repro-
duce the image on page 73.

Felicity Bryan, my literary agent and Francis’s, suggested
that I write this book. I thank her and Peter Ginsberg for per-
suading me to do so, and James Atlas and Terry Karten for
their encouragement and editorial wisdom. Odile Crick, Michael
Crick, Anya Hurlbert, Christof Koch, Graeme Mitchison, Alex
Rich, Jan Witkowski, and Jim Watson kindly commented on an
early draft of the book.

I first met Francis Crick through my wife, Professor Anya
Hurlbert, who worked with him in 1985. It is one of the many
wonderful things she has done for me.
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